












 

 

Mission Statement:  To promote the health, safety, common good and general welfare of the 

community by advocating for the stabilization and sustainability of the Paso Robles groundwater basin 

for the benefit of all overliers. 

 

May 30, 2015 

 

Chairman Ken Topping 

Commissioner Jim Irving 

Commissioner Eric Meyer 

Commissioner Jim Harrison 

Commissioner Don Campbell 

 

Re: Request for comments on Countywide Water Conservation Program 

 

Dear Commissioners, 

 

Per Commissioner Irving’s request after my public comments at Friday’s Planning Commission Study 
Session on the Countywide Water Conservation Program, the following are the substantive points that 

were made: 

 

I am Laurie Gage, rural resident and Vice President of PRO Water Equity, one of the two groups 

whose compromise formed the basis for AB2453.  We would like to ask you to address the 

question of a minimum acreage exemption to the Ag Offset Program.  Small family agriculture 

certainly needs protection, but 20 acres may be too large for exemption purposes.  20 acres, 

especially in multiples, could cumulatively have a great impact.  We would request that you 

consider a 5-acre and under exemption as that does allow for farm-to-table type of agriculture to 

exist.  We further ask that whatever the exemption level you move forward, you consider making 

any plantings under the exemption not capable of being used for offset down the line. 

 

We further would encourage you to consider some sort of proximity analysis for discontiguous 

offset occurring within the areas of severe decline in connection with a discretionary permit 

process. 

 

Additionally, we are concerned that any planting that may occur due to the window that now 

exists between the expiration of the current Urgency Ordinance and what will replace it, not be 

used for future offset or any basis for vested rights.  Please make that part of your 

recommendation to the Board of Supervisors. 

 

We would like to acknowledge the hard work of the agricultural community in their acceptance of 

the need for the ordinance, and their hard work and compromise on the various parts of the 

program. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

Laurie Gage 

Vice President 

 

cc: Xzandrea Fowler, SLO County Planning Department 


